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The expressways of Hokkaido
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Safe, pleasant driving on expressways in winter

Pay special attention to places such as these!
=5afe, pl driving on in winter—

In Hokkaido, traffic accidents are twice as likely in
winter as in other seasons.
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Oh, a snowplow is clearing the road.

When you see a snowplow...

Snow removal machinery operates around the clock to improve the
driving conditions. This work may continue even after snow stops,
because of the road conditions,

You cannot overtake snow s in operation.

For your safety, you're prohibited from
overtaking snowplows.

Srowplows may lurve snow af the adges whees e blade passes, maong it
dangercus 1 drive, Mever overtake 3 snowplow,

Snowplows pause their operation to let
you pass.

Srowpkoas rmgulaly ghva way % seprassway Lsers by moving 1o e
roadaide and pausing operalians,

vl gl dlrostior canges o Various ways of dearing snow from the road
suaden braking.
Shaded raads I [ ms"“w';;;.'.'h' | | Read widening snow removal J [ Salt spreadling ]
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Eastern Hokkaido
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Eastern Hokkaido

o Expressway
(MmMoMlu 1€ 10 Honbetsu IC
and Ashoro IC )

Memuro (in November)

Experience the good old days of phonographs and records
Listening experience and
cultural exchange center Recordkan

This 1s a cultural exchange center that exhibits many rere pieces of our
cultural legacy such as phenographs and early records that have
historical value, It has some 920,000 records in its collection. While
learning about the siruggles and process of the inventors, visitors can
look at the record jackets thal are beauliful as art in their own right and
immerse themselves in the nostalgic sound of the music flowing from
hom speakers that are among the largest in Japan,

iicnsilliintud) Map P.33 (&) 30 minutos by car tom Hidaka-onbetsu IC*
fC T e oM E T Ol O iR e P S
Closed: Mandays {apen when Mandays fall on & holidsy and chised .y: open during ),
Dec, 30to Jan, 5 Admission: Admmnmmgmhheq]}u-lnaﬂnwhrm\mmMMummannmmemm
ik el

The summer sea of clouds and winter ice are beautiful

Hoshino Resorts Tomamu

This i a stay-ype resort that has three hotels on its large grounds, various
activiies and restaurants where diners can fully enjoy seasanal Hoxkaido
ingredients, all against a background of mounsains covered with conferous
frees. The Urkai Terrace is very popular in the summer. Reached by
ascending the modnizin on a gondcla. 1t allows visitors (o look down on a sea
of clouds that spreads out btara their eyss. In the wirter, a fantasic workd can
e sean in the loe Yillage. | features an ioe bar, an ice restaurant, an ice
chapel and more. most mede of ice, The resort dlso has a family ski dope and
cay care faclliies. It s & place whers familes can enjoy thamsalves as well

Map P.33 ) 5 minutes by car from Temamu Ic

Address: Nakatomamu, Shimakappu-=mura Tel. 0167-66-1111 Open: y with the fachty, so please
Closed: There ara soma chosures. Plsase check the website. Parking: 2,000 car capacity

An overnight stay a1 11,500 yon {wo peaphe per rooml.
Admission o the Unkai Tarrace is 1,900 yan (aduks). P hitp://www,snowtomamup/

Haiss
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Eastern Hokkaldo s Japan' s
most active agricultural area.
You' llfind all sort of delicious foods
on your travels.
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Take & breather while tasting some sweets

Ryugetsu Sweetpia Garden

This is & popular spot for individuals or families, where you can watch
the signature offering. the Sanpooroku, be covered with a white birch
pattern in two colors of chocolate, It has an attached cale section
where coffee is avalable lor free, Taste items from the Imited menu of
freshly made offerings right there. The shop also sells unique, Iimited
items,

sl Map P.33 ) s minutes by car From Otchuka-Dbinira IC*
= Dioluse Tel

Qpan: $30 a1 1 5:38 s [l surmmer the haurs are § &, 0.8 pm. and cate and advance,)
Opan 385 days aywar. Parking: 200 car capacty
Admission Fra P httpe/www.ryugetsu.cojpl

Full of lelsure activities that allow you to play
1a your heart's content in the nature of Tokachi

Tokachi Nature Center

Enjoy various outdoor activities threughout the four seasons amid the
grand nature surrounding Tokachigawa Hot Spring, There is a full menu
of recreational activives available to allow visitors 1o fully enjoy tha vast

scenery anly found in Tokachi, including hot air balloons, canoes, river

rafting and mountain biking tours,

[ ototuke-obibiro Ic | Map P.34 (3 20 rinuivs by car rom Ototuke-Obinira 1~
Addrass: 12 Chome-1-12 Tokachigawsonsenminami Otofuke Tel, 0155-32-6116
Open: % a.m. 1o € pan, Open: 365 days a year
Parking: 8 car capacity
Aamission: 2,100 yan for the hot air balloon axperience, 7,300 yan for the canos tour

An scenic viewpolint where the vast scenery of Tokachi
spreads out before you
Tokachigaoka Scenic Viewpoint — E

This is a scenic viewpoint that affords an unbroken view of the Tokachi
Plain and Tokachi River near Tokachigaoka Park, whose impressive
flower clock is 18 meters in diameter and has a seconds hand 10
meters, 10 centimeters in length, The grard sight of the evening sun
maches the vast scenery. On weekends and holidays only from the
and of April until the end of October, a *scenic cafe” will bs thers
serving cofies and other items free of charge.

B htip:/vwwinature-tokachi,coup

sl Map P.34 @ 20 minutes by car from Otofuke-Obinira IC*
Addrass: Tokachigawa Onsen Kita 14-4, Otofuke Tel: 0155-32-6633 (Tokachigawa Onsan Tourist Assocalion)
Open: 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.

tmll

Admission: free P http:
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“wen’ ) FUN FACTS ABOUT HOKKAIDO'S EXPRESSWAYS

A spring-only pleasure

Pink Bibai Tunnel From Mikasa IC to Bibal IC
By ' Biba Tunrel entrance (in the direction from Sapporo to Asahikawa)

= has been planted with moss phlox in places. When you drive toward
Asabikava in the spring, you can enjay the pink Wwonel.

Height 9.5 meters, width 14 meters

From Muroran IC to ol v |

When you drive toward Hakodate, you wil se¢ a cute crab
on Kamisnro tunnel entrance.

Atthe time discussons were undenway on haw this
tunnel £ kilometers before e cites past Muroran IC
could be used for tourism PR for Muroran, Oshamanba
and Hakodals. Many candidates wers considered,
including Hakucho Bridge. Mount Usu end Cape Chisyu,
but because the expressway runs along Ushiura Bay, It
was decided to ereate a monument using the image of a
crab in relief, The crab is a famous marine product of
Uchiura Bay, Thus appeared this hugs crab 9.5 meters all
&nd 14 meters wide.

Protecting birds
A bridge lined with 4 meter poles

The animals whose bodies are most
frequently recovered on Hokkaida
expressways are birds,

Birds of pray have a behavior of calching
river fish wrile flying at kow altitudes,
Placing 4 meter poles at 2 meter intervals
on bath sides of bridges over the rivers
that are theit feeding grounds causes
them to fly so as to avoid the poles and
prevents collsions with cars.
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EVENT INFORMATION Thre are mary fun

year round.

Central Hokkaido

Event details

Chitose and mghgm,u Lete Jonusryo | Theloe sm.Tlqus Wuminated with varioushy colored kights at night
~ Chilose and Lake Shikotsu are beauiful.
Hyoutou Festival lete Fetnuary | a6 events are also helc on weekands and holldays.
There are many highlights, inclciing the largs,
Seppoco Seew Feativel Earty Feonay | et snow statues.
Carky Fobruary o | 5978 200 olsee-ont candles twiking on ne scaface of the canal
Otaru Snow Light Path icrobrmy | elong with sofly olowing snow candles and sbjects ari
taniastically adom the loanscape of O,
Some 400 lilacs are in full bloom.
BEDROI2 LRAC Feaival EabrMey | pasic fosivels are held n various vonues,
S MicSoptempsr | 11818 popclr foocnermes avon.

eaily Celober | o ine prafectre,

Northern Hokkaido
| Eventname | Dates | _______ Evenidefails |

On a 10,000 squsare meter venue on the riverbad of the [shikarl River,

Sounkyo Hot Springs Late JanuBIy 18 | Cogec ang shvines of ica appsar. At right they as iReminaied to crasts
Ice Fall Festival midarch | g taniasiical ambsance.
— i iy Fetrumy | TR 25 and done. e b s e e e
! i
T Ty o g | =M & e o sk il e i
Moss Phiox Festival sarly June ;

There are many events 1o be enjoyed during the festival period,

Southern Hokkaido
| ___Eventname | Dates |

E%

15umas Park s recognized as 00é of the 100 best locatlons for

Matsumae Cherry Blossom Lasfprio [ N
» g chery blossoms, |t blcoms with some 10,000 chesry frees of
Festival mic-May 250 varisties.
d tha enlire city Is
akndat Bort Festheat Early AUURt | oo with a vaniaty of avente.
The great king Erma of Jigokudani appears in the hot springa village
Nobaribetsu Jigoku Festival Late August | accompaniod by large numbes of red and buo demans. Thurs is olso &
frewoeks display,
Eastern Hokkaido
Dates | Eventdetalls |
Otofuke Tokachigawa Late January 1o show that wrzps the
Swan Festival Sairinka warly March winter In fight and souna,

Fully enjoy 1ha last sharry bhkssames of tha Japariess aschipalago whila

Aldceshi Sakura and WMid-May 1o | gring on aysters, & famous prodct of Akkesti, An svent for Gatching
Oyster Festivals lats May ‘oysters and clams by hand also gets pretty lively.
Kachimai Fireworks Display By Avgust | pom® 20000 it 2

ared b e Vs ay Ghang. 30 B8 s 10 GonliTm e belors heading o an avedts
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A stone circle from some 4,000 years ago
Washinoki Ruins above the tunnel

—Belwaen Otoshibe IC and Mori IC

Washinoki Ruirs are a stone circle and pit cemetery from first half of
The latier part of the Joman Period (some 4000 years ago)
discavered when the exprassway was being bull in 2002,

The sione circle is made up of approximately 600 sicnes of 20 cm to
80 cm in diametar, and the allptical shape of 37 meters by 34
melers is one of the largest in Hokxaido, It is thought lo have been a
haly place for religious ceramanies and rituals,

In 2005, due to the tunnel construction methad, It was decided to
presarve the ruins in their present condition, Carafully carrying cut
the conelruction, the crew suczeeded in preserving it with sinkage of
just 1.cm,

The town of Mari is respansitle for managing the ruins, Becausa the
ruins are being preserved using & waterproof canvas, they are not
currently open 1o the pubiic.

n 2008, Washinaki Ruins became a nationally designated historlc
sits, and in 2009, they wers added 1o the UNESCO Word
Hertage provisional lst as part af “the Jomon Archaeclogical Sites
in Hokiaido, Northem Tohoku, and other regions.”

,

The Washinoki Ruins.

Enjoy Tokachi to the fullest

The Hidaka Mountains and the Tokachi Plain (i R e |

When you head west from Memuro IC toward Sapporo and pass
Tokachiheigen Service Area, the Doto Expressway runs across the Tokachi
Plain, The land on each side of the expressway is covered with fielas of
wheal, boats, beans and other crops, Al harvest fime each has its awn
color and the land appears clothed in patchwork, After a while you will see
right in front of you the Hidaka Mounlains, which are known &s the
backione of Hokkaido, Thal sight seen from the expressway s a highlight
and it will ruly make you feel you have driven across Hokkaido. The Doto
Expressway makes you hold the fsland of Helkaido in awe and allows you
1o fully experience scenery of a diferent kind from Honshuts.

Green and orange light
LED snow poles

*LED snow poles” are equipment designed for safe
driving on the expressways of Hokiaido in winter. They
are installed every 50 meters as eyermarks for drivers
{visusl guicence) for tmes of poor visibility due to thick
fog, snowslorms and blizards,

HOKKAIDO DRIVE GUIDE

Be careful

not to run out of gas!

Hokkaido Expressway

Sunag.lwa Service Area .
{sccosaile from both directions) LY
Open 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

!.Snlbn:u-Klnbu:m ic
A

;;%le et

Hokkaido Expressway

Wattsu Parking Area @
(accessitle from bath directions)
roundsthesclock operation

&
¥ Fukagawa st

AshoroIC

Obihira JCT
Hanbetsu JCT

Doto Expressway
Yuni Parking Area
(aceeasibke from bot directioas)
Open 8 a.m, to 8 pum,

Hokkaido Expressway
Usuzan Service Area

(sccmsaible from both directions) 1503
Open 8 am, to 8 pm,

= When driving on the Doto Expressway toward Obihiro, the Yuni Parking Area is the last gas
station, so check your remaining gasoline before proceeding,

* The Wattsu Parking Area has limited operating hours, 5o when driving at night be sure to

fill your gas tank early.
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